
COMAU SELECTED TO BUILD BATTERY MODULE PRODUCTION
LINES FOR AUTOMOTIVE CELLS COMPANY (ACC)

● Comau has designed and developed a flexible manufacturing system to
produce next-generation 8 and 16-cell battery modules

● The innovative and automated solution reduces production costs while
allowing ACC to produce up to 8 Gigawatt hours annually by 2024

● Through its extended European network, Comau has guaranteed local
sourcing for the manufacturing lines despite worldwide geo-political
challenges

Grugliasco (Turin), October 6, 2022 – Comau has been selected by Automotive Cells
Company (ACC), a joint venture between Stellantis, TotalEnergies/Saft and
Mercedes-Benz, to design and develop a highly integrated battery module production line
for its future Gigafactory in Billy-Bercalu Douvrain, in the north of France. With the
projected capacity to ultimately ramp up to 40 GWh, ACC is set to become a European
leader in enabling cleaner, efficient mobility for all. Under the terms of the agreement,
Comau will supply ACC with the expertise and equipment needed to automate
manufacturing of the next-generation EV batteries. Featuring the inherent flexibility to
handle both 8- and 16-cell modules, the Comau-designed lines will allow ACC to produce
up to 8 Gigawatt hours (GWh) annually by the end of 2024. Furthermore, the
comprehensive solution leverages Comau’s extended European network, thus
guaranteeing local sourcing of technology, auxiliary equipment and components for the 5
manufacturing lines, 3 of which produce both models while 2 are dedicated 8-cell MEB
lines.

One of the unique elements of the project was the requirement to employ a stacking
force of 300-500 decanewtons to produce the two distinct module formats compared to
the industry average of around 100 decanewtons. To meet this challenge, Comau and
ACC engineers worked in tandem to tailor the process in order to guarantee the intended
product geometry and battery characteristics. This simultaneous engineering approach
has also enabled Comau to remove one of the originally-designed lines, improving the
process dynamics and helping ACC optimize its CAPEX investments.
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The project, which highlights Comau’s continued investments in the electrification sector,
also leverages the company’s 45+ years of expertise in automation and digitalization
technologies. Indeed, Comau has both provided ACC with the necessary technology and
know-how to automate the entire end-to-end production process, which includes
prismatic cell preparation and testing, the stacking, welding and final assembly, all the
way to the final end-of-line testing. The complete setup, which integrates a mix of
proprietary and non-Comau products, features Comau’s innovative stacking process in
addition to its welding, wrapping and electrical testing technologies.

As a first step in the multi-phase project, the joint engineering team will deploy and
optimize the pilot line at ACC’s plant in Nersac, France, before rolling out the full-scale
manufacturing line at the company’s Gigafactory in Billy-Bercalu Douvrain. With an
estimated production rate of 53 JPH (jobs per hour), the Comau-designed solution both
meets the customer’s near-term manufacturing objectives while delivering the possibility
for future expansion as needed.

“The emergence of a European equipment industry is a key success factor for ACC,
whose ambition is to be a European leader of automotive battery cells and modules. In
Europe, we cannot depend exclusively on sourcing that would only be Asian. We must
facilitate the establishment of an entire battery ecosystem, covering the entire value
chain. In this perspective, being able to rely on Comau is very important for ACC.
Throughout the project, Comau’s engineering team has demonstrated their commitment
to our success, improving both our process design and the seamless optimization of
proprietary and non-Comau equipment,” said Jean-Baptiste Pernot ACC COO.

“Thanks to the strong collaboration and competence of our joint engineering team,
Comau’s role as a development partner is helping ACC establish itself as a leading
player in the high-performance battery technology field,” said Pietro Gorlier, Comau CEO.
“Together, we have successfully completed the first phase of ACC’s battery program and
look forward to enhancing their full-scale production lines in the next several months.”
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ABOUT COMAU

Comau, a member of Stellantis, is a worldwide leader in delivering advanced industrial automation
products and systems. Its portfolio includes technology and systems for electric, hybrid and
traditional vehicle manufacturing, industrial robots, collaborative and wearable robotics,
autonomous logistics, dedicated machining centers and interconnected digital services and
products able to transmit, elaborate and analyze machine and process data. With over 45 years of
experience and a strong presence within every major industrial country, Comau is helping
manufacturers of all sizes in almost any industry experience higher quality, increased productivity,
faster time-to-market and lower overall costs. The company’s offering also extends to project
management and consultancy, as well as maintenance and training for a wide range of industrial
segments. Headquartered in Turin, Italy, Comau has an international network of 6 innovation
centers, 5 digital hubs, 9 manufacturing plants that span 13 countries and employ 4,000 people.
A global network of distributors and partners allows the company to respond quickly to the needs
of customers, no matter where they are located throughout the world. Through the training
activities organized by its Academy, Comau is also committed to developing the technical and
managerial knowledge necessary for companies to face the challenges and opportunities of
Industry 4.0.
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About ACC

ACC is the result of an initiative undertaken by Stellantis and TotalEnergies —together with its
subsidiary Saft—joined by Mercedes-Benz, and strongly supported by France, Germany, and the
European Union. Its growth will help Europe meet the mobility challenges of the energy transition
and will secure the supply of this key component for the automotive industry.

Contact ACC
Matthieu Hubert
matthieu.hubert@acc-emotion.com
Mobile: 06 88 05 16 26
More information about ACC can be found on the www.acc-emotion.com website
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